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manner. These are a small portion of the good sen-
timents and good actions of the Atikamegues, which
are common to many Christians of that tribe. Since
the events of which we have just written, they have
passed nearly a whole year without receiving instruc-
tion,—except on one or two occasions, to a slight
extent and in passing, for our Fathers were occupied
elsewhere. Nevertheless, they have persevered in
their fervor as Father Brebeuf, who saw them last
Spring at the Three Rivers, writes us: ‘‘ The Atika-
megues,’’ he says, ‘‘ came down here tothe number
of nine canoes on the vigil of Pentecost. They knew
that the next day was a Sunday that is observed in
an extraordinary manner. As soon as they landed,
they asked to be allowed to pray to God in our Chap-
el, and to confess themselves. The Captain even
asked to be permitted to receive communion, saying
that he had prepared himself for it during the whole
winter. A young man went to confession three
separate times, fearing always that he had forgotten
something. Those who are not yet baptized ask
[209] most urgently for Baptism. They promise to
come back here at the end of September, and are
anxious to meet a Father to instruct them.”” This is
sufficient to prove what I said at the beginning of
this Chapter,—that this tribe has a great inclination
and disposition toward the Faith.



